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In the claims: 

1. (currently amended) An apparatus for use in knotting a necktie comprising 
a collar comprised of: 

a left top side fixed to a right top side; 

a left side fixed to the left top side, wherein the left side is at an angle of greater 
than ninety degrees with respect to left top side; 

a right side fixed to the right top side, wherein the right side is at an angle of 
greater than ninety degrees with respect to the right top side; 

wherein the left side lies between a first protrusion and a second protrusion, so 
that the left side in combination with the first and the second protrusions form a left 
indentation; 

wherein the right side lies between a third protrusion and a fourth protrusion, so 
that the right side in combination with the third and fourth protrusions forms a right 
indentation; 

wherein the left side is fixed to the left top side through the first protrusion; and 
and wherein the right side is fixed to the right top side through the third 

protrusion^and 

further comprising 

a Y-Shaped device having a top nortion including a first And and a sacnnd *r\ri and a 
hase having a third *nd 

wherein thft first end nf th* top portion nf th* Y-shapad dAwira ic fixed to tha left side of 
the collar substantially near the second protrusion nf the onltflr and 

Wherein the second end of the top portion nf the Y-fthaped devir.* is fivad tn the right 
Side Qf the collar substantially near the fourth protrusion of the rnllar 
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wherein the top portion of the Y-shaped device is comprised of first and second 
members, and the base of the Y-shaped device is comprised of third and fourth members; and 

wherein the first member is fixed to the third member so that the first member is at an 
angle nf greater than ninety degree with respect to the third member: 

wherein the second member jfi fived to the fourth member so that the second member is 

at an angle of greater than ninety depfftffi with respect to the fourth member; 

and wherein the third and fourth members are substantially parallel to one another. 

2. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising 

a hanger loop fixed to the left top side and to the right top side of the collar substantially 
at the location where the left top side is fixed to the right top side. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5. (currently amended) An apparatus for use in knotting a necktie comprising 

a collar comprised of; 

a left top side fiveri to a right top side; 

a left side fixed to the left top side, wherein the left side is at an angle of greater 
than ninety degrees with reaper* tn l«ft top cide; 

a right side fixed to the right top side wherein the right side is at an angle of 
greater than ninety degrees with respect tn the right top Aide' 

Wherein the left side lies between a first protrusion and a second protrusion go 
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that t he left side in combination with the first and tha gflmnri protmsions form a left 

indentation; 

wherein the right side ||aa hatwaen a third protmsinn anri a fourth protrusion so 
that tha right side in combination with tha third and fourth pmim*ifin* forms a riflht 

indentation; 

wherein the left side is fired to the ieft ton side through tha first protrusion- and 
and wherein the right side is fired to the right top ftiria through tha third protmsion- and 

The apparatus of claim t wherein 

the collar has a bottom side having an opening leading to a channel, wherein the 
channel is bordered by an extension; 

and wherein a tie can be inserted into the channel and hung from the extension, 

6. (currently amended) An apparatus far use in knotting a necktie comprising 
a collar comprised of* 

a left top side fixed to a right top side' 

a left side fired to the left top side wherein the left side is at an angia of greater 

than ninety degrees with rnspftnt tn Inft tnp aid*/ 

a right side fixed to the right top side wherein the right side is at an annle of 
greater than ninety degrees with respect to tha right top side- 

wherein the left side lies between a first protrusion and a second prot rusion so 
that the left side in combination with the first and the second protrusions form a left 

indentation; 

wherein the right side Has between a third protrusion and a fourth pm trusion r so 
that the right side in combination with the third and fourth pmtnisions forms a right 
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indentation; 

wherein the left s ide is fixed to thR left top side through thft first protrusion; and 
and wherein the right side i s fixed to the right too sida thrnnnh thft third Protrusion; and 

further comprising a Y-shaped device having a ton portion including a first end and a 
second finri, and a hase having a third end: 

wherein the first and of the top portion of the Y-shanad device is fixed to thft left side of 
the cnltar substantially near the second protrusion of the collar 

wherein the second end nf the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to the right 
ftirtft of the collar suhfttantially near the fourth pmtmainn of the collar and 

Thft flpparahift of dam a 

wherein the collar has a bottom side; 
wherein the collar is substantially solid; 
wherein the collar has a slot near its bottom side; 

wherein the first end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to a first end of a 
connecting member and the second end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to a 
second end of the connecting member; 

and wherein the connecting member is inserted into the slot of the collar and fixed to the 
collar to fix the Y-shaped device to the collar. 

7. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 

the collar is substantially a wire frame. 

8. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein 

the collar is substantially solid. 
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9. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 3 1 wherein 

the top portion of the Y-shaped device is connected to the base of the Y-shaped device 
substantially at a knot tie point; 

and wherein the distance from the center of the left side of the collar to the center of the 
right side of the collar, the distance from the center of the left side of the collar to the knot tie 
point of the Y-shaped device, and the distance from the center of the right side of the collar to 
the knot tie point of the Y-shaped device are approximately equal. 

10. (previously presented) A method comprising 

providing a collar comprised of: 

a left top side fixed to a right top side; 

a left side fixed to the left top side, wherein the left side is at an angle of greater 
than ninety degrees with respect to left top side; 

a right side fixed to the right top side, wherein the right side is at an angle of 
greater than ninety degrees with respect to the right top side; 

wherein the left side lies between a first protrusion and a second protrusion, so 
that the left side in combination with the first and the second protrusions form a left 
indentation; 

wherein the right side lies between a third protrusion and a fourth protrusion, so 
that the right side in combination with the third and fourth protrusions forms a right 
indentation; 

wherein the left side is fixed to the left top side through the first protrusion; and 
and wherein the right side is fixed to the right top side through the third 

6 



PAGE 7/13 * RCVD AT 9/1312005 1 1 :06:35 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/35 * DNIS:2738300 1 CSID :7325498486 1 DURATION (miM$):05-26 



09/13/20815 Iff: Si 7325498486 



WALTER TEMCZA JR 



PAGE 



protrusion; 

and further comprising tying a neck tie by placing at least a first part of the neck tie in 
the left indentation and simultaneously placing at least a second part of the neck tie In the right 
indentation. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 10 further comprising 

providing a hanger loop fixed to the left top side and to the right top side of the collar 
substantially at the location where the left top side is fixed to the right top side. 

12 (previously presented) The method of claim 10 further comprising 

providing a Y-shaped device having a top portion including a first end and a second end, 
and a base having a third end; 

wherein the first end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to the left side of 
the collar, substantially near the second protrusion of the collar; and 

wherein the second end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to the right 
side of the collar, substantially near the fourth protrusion of the collar. 

13. (previously presented) The method of claim 12 further wherein 

the top portion of the Y-shaped device is comprised of first and second members, 
and the base of the Y-shaped device is comprised of third and fourth members; and 
wherein the first member is fixed to the third member so that the first member is at an 

angle of greater than ninety degrees with respect to the third member 

wherein the second member is fixed to the fourth member so that the second member is 

at an angle of greater than ninety degrees with respect fourth member; 
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and wherein the third and fourth members are substantially parallel to one another. 

14 (previously presented) The method of claim 10 further wherein 

the collar has a bottom side having an opening leading to a channel, wherein the 
channel is bordered by an extension; 

and wherein a tie can be inserted into the channel and hung from the extension. 

15 (previously presented) The method of claim 12 further wherein 

the collar has a bottom side; 

wherein the collar is substantially solid; 

wherein the collar has a slot near its bottom side; 

wherein the first end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to a first end of a 
connecting member and the second end of the top portion of the Y-shaped device is fixed to a 
second end of the connecting member; 

and further comprising inserting the connecting member into the slot of the collar and 
fixing the connecting member to the collar to fix the Y-shaped device to the collar. 

16. (previously presented) The method of claim 10 wherein 

the collar is substantially a wire frame. 

17. (previously presented) The method of claim 10 wherein 

the collar is substantially solid. 

18. (previously presented) The method of claim 12 wherein 
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the top portion of the Y-shaped device is connected to the base of the Y-shaped device 
substantially at a knot tie point; 

and wherein the distance from the center of the left side of the collar to the center of the 
right side of the collar, the distance from the center of the left side of the collar to the knot tie 
point of the Y-shaped device, and the distance from the center of the right side of the collar to 
the knot tie point of the Y-shaped device are approximately equal 

19. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4 1 wherein 

the first, second, third, and fourth members are elongated members; 
the first and second members are substantially equal in length; and 
the third and fourth members are substantially equal in length. 

20. (currently amended) The a pp a ra tus method of claim 13 wherein 

the first, second, third, and fourth members are elongated members; 
the first and second members are substantially equal in length; and 
the third and fourth members are substantially equal in length. 
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